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UDIENZA Al MEMBRI DELLA "PAPAL FOUNDATION"

Alle 12.30 di questa mattina, nella Sala Clementina del Palazzo Apostolico Vaticano, il Santo Padre Benedetto
XVI ha ricevuto in Udienza i Membri della "Papal Foundation" e ha loro rivolto il saluto che riportiamo di seguito:

e SALUTO DEL SANTO PADRE

Dear Friends,

| am pleased to greet the members of The Papal Foundation on the occasion of your annual pilgrimage to
Rome. This year our meeting is once again filled with the joy of the Easter season, in which the Church
commemorates Christ’'s passover from death to life, the dawn of the new creation and the outpouring of the Holy
Spirit. May the same Spirit fill your hearts with gifts of wisdom, joy and peace, and may your pilgrimage to the
tombs of the apostles and martyrs renew your love of the Lord and his Church.

Since its inception, The Papal Foundation has sought to advance the Church’s mission by supporting specific
charities close to the heart of the Successor of Peter in his solicitude for all the Churches (cf. 1 Cor 11:28). |
willingly take this occasion to express my gratitude not only for the assistance which the Foundation has given to
developing countries through grants supporting a variety of educational and charitable projects, but also through
the many scholarships provided to Pontifical Universities here in Rome for lay faithful, priests and religious. In
this way, you are making a significant contribution to the formation of future leaders whose minds and hearts are
shaped by the teaching of the Gospel, the wisdom of Catholic social teaching and a profound sense of
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communion with the universal Church in her service to the entire human family.

During this Easter season | encourage all of you to discover ever more fully in the Eucharist, the sacrament of
Christ’s sacrificial love, the inspiration and strength needed to work ever more generously for the spread of
God’'s Kingdom and the growth of the civilization of love (cf. Sacramentum Caritatis, 90). With great affection |

commend you and your families to the loving intercession of Mary, Mother of the Church, and cordially impart my
Apostolic Blessing as a pledge of joy and peace in the Lord.
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