
N. 0410

Mercoledì 01.08.2007

MESSAGGIO DI CORDOGLIO DEL SANTO PADRE PER LA SCOMPARSA DI SUA
BEATITUDINE TEOCTIST, PATRIARCA DELLA CHIESA ORTODOSSA RUMENA

MESSAGGIO DI CORDOGLIO DEL SANTO PADRE PER LA SCOMPARSA DI SUA BEATITUDINE
TEOCTIST, PATRIARCA DELLA CHIESA ORTODOSSA RUMENA

Pubblichiamo di seguito il messaggio di cordoglio per la scomparsa di Sua Beatitudine Teoctist, Patriarca della
Chiesa Ortodossa rumena, inviato dal Santo Padre Benedetto XVI al Reggente del Patriarcato Ortodosso
romeno di Bucarest, Sua Eminenza Daniel:

● MESSAGGIO DEL SANTO PADRE

HIS EMINENCE DANIEL
THE LOCUM TENENS
ROMANIAN ORTHODOX PATRIARCHATE
BUCHAREST

HAVING RECEIVED NEWS OF THE DEATH OF HIS BEATITUDE TEOCTIST, PATRIARCH OF THE
ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH, I HASTEN TO EXPRESS TO YOU, TO THE HOLY SYNOD AND ALL THE
MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH MY HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES, AND TO ASSURE YOU OF MY SPIRITUAL
UNION WITH ALL THOSE WHO MOURN THE PASSING OF THIS DISTINGUISHED AND HIGHLY
REGARDED CHURCH LEADER. THE VISIT OF MY BELOVED PREDECESSOR POPE JOHN PAUL II TO HIS
BEATITUDE TEOCTIST IN 1999, AND THE RETURN VISIT OF THE PATRIARCH TO THE BISHOP OF ROME
IN 2002, WILL REMAIN IN THE MEMORY OF OUR CHURCHES AS A PARTICULAR GIFT OF GOD'S
GRACE, WHICH STRENGTHENED AND GAVE NEW IMPULSE TO THE GROWING FRIENDSHIP AND
IMPROVING FRATERNAL RELATIONS BETWEEN THE CHURCHES. BOTH MEN WERE FILLED WITH A
DETERMINATION TO WRITE A NEW PAGE IN THE HISTORY OF OUR COMMUNITIES, OVERCOMING A
DIFFICULT PAST WHICH STILL BURDENS US TODAY, AND LOOKING FORWARD WITH CONFIDENCE TO
THE DAY WHEN THE DIVISIONS AMONG THE FOLLOWERS OF CHRIST WILL BE OVERCOME. I PRAY
THAT THE ROMANIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH WILL REJOICE IN THE LEGACY OF PATRIARCH
TEOCTIST'S MANY YEARS OF WISE MINISTRY, AND THAT YOU WILL BE SUSTAINED AND COMFORTED
BY THE FRUITS OF HIS APOSTOLATE AS YOU COMMEND HIS NOBLE SOUL TO THE MERCIFUL LOVE
OF OUR HEAVENLY FATHER. IN CONVEYING MY CLOSENESS IN PRAYER AT THIS TIME OF GRIEF, I
ALSO WISH TO EXPRESS MY EARNEST GOOD WISHES FOR YOU AND YOUR BROTHER BISHOPS AS



YOU GUIDE THE CHURCH IN THIS TIME OF TRANSITION. WITH FRATERNAL AFFECTION IN THE LORD.

BENEDICTUS PP. XVI
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