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Il Santo Padre Francesco ha ricevuto questa mattina in Udienza:

- S.E. il Signor Saulius Skvernelis, Primo Ministro della Repubblica di Lituania, con la Consorte, e Seguito;
- Em.mo Card. Fernando Filoni, Prefetto della Congregazione per I'Evangelizzazione dei Popoli;

- Il Professor Carl A. Anderson, Cavaliere Supremo dei Cavalieri di Colombo.

Il Papa riceve questa mattina in Udienza:

- Partecipanti al Congresso “Child Dignity in the Digital World”.

[01471-IT.01]
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¢ Lettera del Santo Padre alla IV Conferenza di alto livello “Our Ocean” a Malta

Dal 5 al 6 ottobre € in corso a Malta, organizzata dall’'Unione Europea, la quarta Conferenza di alto livello “Our
Ocean” sul tema Un oceano per la vita. Quest’anno, oltre a proseguire 'impegno avviato nei settori della aree
marittime protette, della pesca sostenibile, dellinquinamento marino e nel contrastare I'impatto del clima sugli
oceani, sono stati aggiunti i temi dell’economia blu e della sicurezza marittima, focalizzati sul Mar Mediterraneo
e gli Oceani Atlantico e Indiano.

Riportiamo di seguito il testo della Lettera che il Santo Padre ha inviato - a firma del Segretario di Stato, Card.
Pietro Parolin - ai partecipanti alla Conferenza “Our Ocean”:

Lettera

From the Vatican, 27 September 2017

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Dear Friends,

| am pleased to convey the cordial greetings of His Holiness Pope Francis to all assembled for this Fourth
International Conference on Our Ocean, an Ocean for Life.

Your Conference deals with complex and interrelated issues such as the health of the oceans, as well as the
coordination and management of various activities above or under the seas. His Holiness takes this occasion to
encourage a concerted effort to address a number of pressing issues that directly affect the welfare of countless
men and women: human trafficking, slave labour and inhumane working conditions associated with the fishing
industry and commercial shipping, the standard of living and development opportunities in coastal communities
and the families of those who fish, and the situation of islands threatened by rising sea levels.

Reflecting on these issues inevitably leads to two conclusions. The first is a recognition of our duty to care for
the oceans as part of an integrated vision of human development. The second concerns the need for multilateral
governance aimed at the pursuit of the common good and equipped to operate at the global and regional levels,
guided by international law and inspired by the principle of subsidiarity and respect for the dignity of each human
person (cf. Laudato Si’, 174).

The oceans are the common heritage of the human family. Only with a deep sense of humility, wonder and
gratitude can we rightly speak of the ocean as “ours”. To care for this common inheritance necessarily involves
rejecting cynical or indifferent ways of acting. We cannot pretend to ignore the problems of ocean pollution
resulting, for example, from plastic and micro-plastics that enter the food chain and cause grave consequences
for the health of marine and human life. Nor can we remain indifferent before the loss of coral reefs, essential
places for the survival of marine biodiversity and the health of the oceans, as we witness a marvellous marine
world being transformed into an underwater cemetery, bereft of colour and life (cf. Laudato Si’, 41).

The oceans unite us and summon us to work together. As His Holiness noted in Laudato Si’, “everything is
interconnected”. Our world today needs to see that the oceans are a crucial resource in the fight against poverty
and climate change, both of which are intrinsically linked (cf. Message of Pope Francis to COP22 to the UN
Framework Convention on Climate Change, 10 November 2016). There is a need for new technologies to
foresee various problems involving the proper governance of the oceans, but also for a change in the way we
live, and offering new models of production and consumption, in order to promote an authentic and integral
human development that values good governance and embraces it responsibly.

For all too long, it has been thought that the sheer vastness of the oceans would allow for negligence, the
disposal of toxic waste, and freedom from oversight by the authorities. For all too long, no consideration has
been given to the grave effects on marine and coastal ecosystems of the often unregulated exploitation of
certain ocean resources. | think, for example, of complex and invasive means of extracting mineral resources
from the seabed, which, thanks to advances in technology, are increasingly viable and competitive. For too long,
attention has been focused on situations of crime and human tragedy at sea, without courageously and
adequately facing their causes, which are often to be found on land. It is time to work with greater responsibility
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to safeguard our oceans, our common home, and our brothers and sisters, today and in the future.

The book of Genesis teaches that in the beginning “the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters”
(1:2). This verse reminds us that the oceans hold particular importance for many religions. Spirituality can
provide powerful incentives for the protection of the oceans, and, more generally, for the care of all creation (cf.
Laudato Si’, 216). “Science and religion, with their distinctive approaches to understanding reality, can enter into
an intense dialogue fruitful for both” (Laudato Si’, 62).

The oceans remind us of the need to educate for the covenant between humanity and the environment (cf.
Laudato Si’, 209-215). In this regard, efforts should be made to train young people to care for the oceans but
also, wherever possible, helping them to grow in knowledge, appreciation and contemplation of their vastness
and grandeur. For the contemplation of creation can teach us valuable lessons and be an unending a source of
inspiration (cf. Laudato Si’, 85).

With the assurance of my own deep interest in the deliberations of the Conference, | have the honour to reiterate
Pope Francis’s prayerful good wishes and to convey his blessing.

Yours sincerely,
Secretary of State,
Piero Card. Parolin

[01475-EN.01] [Original text: English]

4 Rinunce e nomine

Nomina di Ausiliare di Orange in California (U.S.A.)

Il Santo Padre Francesco ha nominato Vescovo Ausiliare di Orange in California (U.S.A.) il Rev.do Thanh Thai
Nguyen, del clero della diocesi di Saint Augustine, finora Parroco della “Saint Joseph Parish” a Jacksonville,
assegnandogli la sede titolare vescovile di Acalisso.

Rev.do Thanh Thai Nguyen

Il Rev.do Thanh Thai Nguyen & nato il 7 aprile 1953 a Nha Trang nel Vietnam. E entrato nella Congregazione di
San Giuseppe, svolgendo gli studi filosofici presso il Seminario San Giuseppe e I'Universita Da Lat a Da Lat,
Vietnam. Nel 1975 il regime comunista ha abolito tale Congregazione. E fuggito dal Vietnam nel 1979 ed &
arrivato negli Stati Uniti nel 1980 nella localita di Hartford, Connecticut. Dopo aver svolto gli studi presso il
“Hartford State Technical College”, & stato Insegnante di Matematica e Scienza presso le scuole pubbliche di
Hartford (1981-1984).

Nel 1984 € entrato nei Missionari di Nostra Signora di “La Salette” e ha completato gli studi ecclesiastici presso il
“Merrimack College” (1984-1986) e la “Weston School of Theology” (1987-1990) nel Massachusetts. Ha emesso
i voti solenni il 19 settembre 1990.

E stato ordinato sacerdote I'11 maggio 1991 per i Missionari di Nostra Signora di “La Salette”.

Dopo l'ordinazione sacerdotale, € stato Vicario Parrocchiale della “Saint Thomas the Apostle Parish” a Smyrna,
Georgia (1991-1994), della “Saint Ann Parish” a Marietta, Georgia (1994-1996) e della “Christ the King Parish” a
Jacksonville, Florida (1996-1999).

Nel 1999 si € incardinato nella diocesi di Saint Augustine. Come sacerdote diocesano ha continuato come
Vicario Parrocchiale della “Christ the King Parish” a Jacksonville (1999-2001). Poi, € stato Parroco della
medesima parrocchia (2001-2014) e della “Saint Joseph Parish” a Jacksonville (dal 2014). E anche Membro del
Collegio dei Consultori e del Consiglio Presbiterale.

[01476-IT.01]

¢ Awviso ai giornalisti
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Si informano i giornalisti accreditati che martedi 10 ottobre 2017, alle ore 11.00, presso la Sala Stampa della
Santa Sede, in Via della Conciliazione 54, si terra un “Meeting point” con i giornalisti per presentare il Simposio
internazionale della Famiglia Vincenziana in occasione dei 400 anni dalla fondazione del Carisma, che si
svolgera a Roma dal 12 al 15 ottobre. Le celebrazioni si concluderanno con l'incontro, previsto per sabato 14
ottobre in Piazza San Pietro, con il Santo Padre Francesco.

Saranno presenti a disposizione della stampa: Padre Tomaz Mavri¢, C.M., Superiore Generale della
Congregazione della Missione e delle Figlie della Carita di San Vincenzo de’ Paoli (lingua spagnola); Padre
Giuseppe Carulli, C.M., Superiore della Curia Generalizia e responsabile dell'Ufficio iscrizioni del Simposio
(lingua italiana); e Padre Joe Agostino, C.M., Coordinatore Simposio Internazionale della Famiglia Vincenziana
(lingua inglese).

[01473-1T.01]
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